8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs
(AO1).

Level 2

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding
(AO1).

Level 3

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AD1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth
of understanding (AO1).
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Slide 18: 8-mark ‘Explore’: Modelled marking 1

9RS0/01: Question 1:
Explore the contribution of symbol to debates about religious language.

1)A symbol is something tha points towards an invisble or metaphysical world and participates in
it.Paul Tillich argued that religious lanaguage was symbolic and not literal as “symbolic language
alone was able to directly expres the ultimate becauses it trancends the finite capacity of my reality
to express it directly” (Tillich).One such example is Jesus famous saying “i am the light of the world”.A
symbol is not to be confused with a sign as a sign merely provides information whereas a symbol
goes beyond that to express how a believer really feels.

Tillich argued that symbols have three functions which he outlined in his “theory of
participation” . The first is that they point towards something such as the water in baptism pointing
towards the removal of an individual’s sin.The second is that they participate in what they point
towards such as the practise of baptism participating in the christian belief that through Jesus’
sacrifice it is possibe to remove original sin.The thrid is that they open up levels of reality which
would otherwise be closed to us as they go beyond the external wold to what Tillich believed was
the “internal reality”.For example when the bible talks of the kingdom of God it is symbolic of God’s
power and rule.We can think of an earthly kingdom and then go beyond this to understand the
ultimate reality of power in the universe that is God.

Indicative Content: 9RS0/01: Question 1

Question Answer
number
1 8 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding
and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question.
Candidates may refer to the following.

= Symbols are a non-cognitive form of language, offering an anti-realist
perspective.

= Symbols offer insights which are not intended to be interpreted literally, but
which convey spiritual and religious truths.

s They are commonly used within narrative forms, such as creation myths,
resurrection stories, accounts of the miraculous.

s Symbols participate in that which they convey, going beyond signs which
provide information. e.g. the cross participates in ideas of sacrifice,
salvation, atonement and ransom.

= Symbols cross cultural barriers and are accessible as a means of universal
language although they may also be era dependent.

Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking 2
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Slide 19: 8-mark ‘Explore’ Q: Modelled marking 2

9RS0/03 Question 1:
Explore key ideas used in Matthew's proof texts to prove Jesus is the Messiah.

1 Explore key ideas used in Matthew's proof texts to prove Jesus is the Messiah.
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Indicative Content: 9RS0/3: Question 1

Question
number

Answer

1

8 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding
and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

Scholars agree that more than 90% of the content of Mark’s gospel appears in
Matthew but the beginnings of the two gospels are quite different; Matthew
unlike Mark, begins with a lﬂESCr‘iptiGl‘l of Jesus' ancestry and birth.

Matthew recounts the birth of Jesus from Joseph's viewpoint and highlights that
Jesus is of the line of David through five carefully chosen proof texts from the
0Old Testament.

In the genealogy which opens Matthew’s gospel he makes reference to three
titles: Messiah, Son of David and Son of Abraham to prove Jesus’ identity.
Reference to the Exodus and Moses were deliberately included in the Story of
the Magi, King Herod and the Flight into Egypt to prove Jesus is the new Moses
who would lead the new Exodus.

Matthew, in addition to claiming Jesus to be of Davidic descent, reflects on the
belief that God would send Israel a prophet like Moses; he draws parallels
between the birth of Jesus and Moses and the Exodus to emphasise that God
has sent a 'new Moses’ in Jesus the Messiah.

Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking 4
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Slide 20: 8-mark ‘Explore’ Q: Marking task 1

9RS0/4B: Question 1:
Explore key features of the Christian belief in God as creator.

.;'-'Lawj _____ (ncistons boelgeve God.  coeoteoh Hae. woclol ey Abdabs .
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Indicative Content: 9RS0/4B: Question 1

Question | Indicative content
number
1 8 marks AO1
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge,
understanding and specialist language and terminology when
responding to the question.
Candidates may refer to the following.
e This belief is based on Genesis; it is also in the Creeds and central
to Christianity.
¢ Most Christians believe God created out of nothing (ex nihilo) and
this is a primary feature.
¢ (Creation can be seen as emanation, an overflowing of the creative
energy of God.
e For some, God features as a master-builder, working on pre-
existent matter.
¢ Another feature is of the artistic expression of creation, seeing it as
the *handiwork of God’ expressing the personality of the Creator.
Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking 6
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Slide 22: 8-mark ‘Explore’ Q: Marking task 2

9RS0/4E: Question 1:

Explore key features of the Jewish values of love and justice.
(8)
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Indicative content: 9RS0/4E: Question 1

Question | Answer
number
1 8 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding
and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

* God is believed to be the source of Jewish moral values.

+ ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ is considered the most significant ethical
commandment found in the Torah informing the Jewish value of love.

+ Specific examples of teaching on charity may include those of Maimonides
and ‘eight levels of giving’ such as giving anonymously to an unknown
recipient.

« Justice is rooted in the belief that God is holy and knows all deeds and
thoughts; justice is a key human moral value.

* God rewards those who keep his commandments and punishes those who
transgress them.

Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking 7
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

Level Mark | Descriptor

0 Mo rewardable material.

Level1 | 1-4 + A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).

Information/issues are identified (AO2).

Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AQ2).

Level 2 | 5-8 + A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO2).

+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the guestion are made
(AD2).

Level 3 | 9-12 * A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

s Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

+ Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AD2).
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Slide 30: 12-mark ‘Assess’: Modelled marking 1

9RS0/4E: Question 2
Assess Jewish responses to the challenge of science.
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Indicative content: 9RS0/4E: Question 2

Question Answer
number
2 4 marks AO1, 8 marks AD2
AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
when responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors
described below.
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.
+ Moses Maimonides claimed that science is one of the routes to
the love and fear of God.
= By the early to mid-1900s, the majority of Conservative
Judaism and Reform Judaism came to accept the existence of
evolution as a scientific fact; they interpreted their scriptures
and related Jewish teachings in light of this fact.
= Science is about creating hypotheses and testing data against these
theories; Judaism is about how Jews act to improve this world, here and
now; these processes can easily go hand in hand.
AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AD2.
+ Maimonides endeavoured to integrate both science and the
Jewish tradition as expressions of divine wisdom because he
stated that if science invalidated creation ex nihifo, he would
reinterpret scriptural passages to conform to science.
+ Many Jewish scholars argue that Judaism has always been pro-
science because of the reguirement that current scientific
knowledge be factored into Halachic (legal) decisions.
* Order in nature is a prerequisite for the development of any
science, for this reason Judaism embraces science because
order in nature is also central to Toerah theology.
+ However, medieval Jewish thinkers struggled to reconcile both
the Torah and the Talmud, with the science as it existed then
because they believed that some of the Talmudic laws were
established on incorrect science; consequently they disagreed
about changing these laws to accord with the science of their
day, or uphold the laws out of respect for Talmudic authority.
Candidates who show achievernent only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.
Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking 1
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Slide 31: 12-mark ‘Assess’: Modelled marking 2

9RS0/02: Question 2

&
Assess the strengths and weaknesses of pacifism.

QM‘R‘LJM 's mqr;ﬁoﬂ O( 'ﬂo* bﬁ‘l‘l &\@\V@G , 112)

latontin el o o g ot Sl i,

Qm?dtm mb qf\ q\‘)wv-ﬂi ns“\m ’cw nﬁqlﬂf( ) ]Cl-\‘lla n MBQO
b X ik e (R T R 0g jal  deishid),

Racignis W oboy VAR & o wal giera
@t b ol g Y, |

”“un%@

W W ot ik i o G R
“““M\\tm’g

Iﬁff‘km?“% Wl YR KR e ab e
ool o) Ve

- W‘“‘",‘W MV gy © V) g Jug ih N0 M
i o) G o bondhy o W8N,

Mt Bt a0 o Y R W vy,

Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking 12
© Pearson Education 2023



Indicative content: 9RS0/02: Question 2

Question
number

Indicative content

2

4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates who address only one approach cannot proceed beyond level 2. If
candidates assess more than two approaches, read all the answer and credit the
best two.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

* Religious approaches to pacifism may be based on the teaching of Jesus, for
example the principle of non-retaliation advocated in Matthew 5:39.

+ Islamic understanding of pacifism may be more focussed on peace within
the community rather than opposition to going to war.

« Secular and religious approaches to pacifism incorporate absolute, relative
and nuclear strands.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AD2.

» Supporters of pacifism may argue that it incentivises non-violent
approaches to conflict resolution such as negotiation, sanctions or peace
agreements.

« Religious approaches to pacifism promote compassion, protection of the
environment, equality and respect for others.

« Religious approaches to pacifism may encourage believers to reflect the
ideals of the Kingdom of God in order to deal with conflict in peaceful ways.

« However, pacifism may be criticised as too idealistic, passive and
impractical, allowing aggressors to go unchallenged.

« Some degree of conflict may be deemed necessary for social and economic
development.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be
able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.

Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking 13
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Slide 32: 12-mark ‘Assess’ Q: Marking task 1

9RS0/02: Question 2:
Assess the role of Deontology in moral decision making.

| patan et |
Deevtology 15 ok commonly asio ciatec witi iemmipig

Kaat. Kavinaw ety [desvtdlogy  wines ke creake a
pagevial  awd ovjethue fovim ol eravtl - fren fows
Qoo (o qMetel cuad  feliepew [{ouda. (ufread fue
ooy U bated vpov  geod will, teastn and duny.

Cowae wovld avgue fuak & 16 mte a Shovg approatia for

Jwadiay  woval ABDgnag A 1k Qnsures fAL prohe Chuna
omd yushce ok e tdividual. b universaliwg a
Lo | wakiwa (e e fovimaniion), daoioloay
WABMAES Sve  quewionie if et ared equally. fov exauwpe
DAL woCiuL “ovie WV vy 0Ll tuno@wt wadhuduals

WA touvt cott e yuiveviallsed aud  padwesove
rorects flas ‘.Lujmh ol e wdwidval.

Addihenally, b rewoses  ewcohon fom moval detUiong

oy fowuivag ov retson, Thu sudurer faat docunone
ave uak on yafomalthy valuey wawn dvivew oy

L Y J[-:eimo} SEW af WOJve uA S ofess &Rl
T uin NDJI'E‘-L} WAAMET W viehA o gronidung o elbiy - CVE
oppv 0ot ¥ wovol detinent

e
Howresey, pag wgUE  avgue  fao TG Salgme |
LAgfACNLAL We Lve v an el wovld  wmaie we gye

Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking 14
© Pearson Education 2023



ahvally draen by Gy ewshons. 1hu wmreaioanlde fo
Suope Y Aot we BAVE Okk VY QUi wMen fa karing
Lol dilewod, Iw staning e only wehve of wavta
11 good will, Al ok o} LOVe fov. Syupoduy fov
fowaly awd  fends  vecowwes  vvalid ated aud 48 fue
%iiﬂq}_tu&%ﬁLm

FuviuavwOre, the fevaananon ef wavevialusaotlily
_does wot  wewsiovily equate yo waovaliy, If a law coun
berowe ywvevial ik doer wet pAReA fue law fwond
ot wavevial. tov exawfle, lyuag euandiny We

W d ol fe Sdlue uu oy saduag iy awg
o doowth o wovalihy SWond e wwivenallicd, we ave

..... WOt coukpetent yudgel of Haote Wﬁih#$+w

_Lasfy, deantology doer nod covndey tue dwerfiiyol
e nanure, We all kove dilfevent wadiuwahnow
cawd wneedi awd Soo . uvivevial, vuled sysreuns ol
o dvihy wolld avoua¥ly caiae greatev wilhOpp LRIl
_We gl Wwave  dibkevenk 1Bley QAR auad S0 tue
_wy swballe et apgvoolhh woild \oe +elafuishc
_faNlaey faoa ovsdWnge.
. 0ne woy  comdey tuu. oy frafiag fuakr e sdlely

Mﬂgma}dmmwmmm

Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking 15
© Pearson Education 2023



_tndbnanovi avd  faerefove do WOy psiuvwe ular\g

~feod fov s U good f0v eveayons  eli€. Hoatuey,

~oving el ruu apgyoath wold wit fpnd au

_________ siofranial i prathie,aivuiwmposiible b comnpeafty
diwny O QuOTLoV.

Ivessene, deontology  ad ik Shengtue ar an eruccal

_____ Syfrevu fov wavaliiy, |4 doean+ wiiwv o calatake
_ e conie qrencel suci gf vhildanantom and wugead

A0l m aving & good Lt iniien and dvin go we
_become betley wudwaduals. lu tueovy, o norew based
_on_radon ﬂumwmdae&mﬁbﬁﬁrﬁe ct folunen, allowung
W waie egncal cuenees, |u tup fovilodnovisof
_umiwvialuamithy aud treahns peogle gl ewds uod
LMly weav, A approatih Velowme) nonanhnally

o direviger gl 1+ do€intt viw e vidl of rednvig pesgle
05 U ey dontt mave wuevemt valwe, Houeuer

—prochie tue approacial yoe of deadtdlogy u vutar

_fullprosg, Deovitcloggys iguiore o vapural jendentws
_fv_alt aa of ewmchon (pavt s Uuvnan nahse) and

fall to_recogmise e wiovalehy of ooy athond (ulta oo
_Llove oV pviendieg. TUL fUevedove wialel hee
_Qpgroatn ko vignd dov woden Jocehy, vesithing
O _ammlihy o oanoey Aow We waund fboalk
_Ouadd ovily dolloaing O kedh, sevies of-terte.

Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking 16
© Pearson Education 2023



Indicative content: 9RS0/02: Question 2

Question | Indicative content

number

2 4 marks AOQ1, 8 marks ADQZ
AD1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge
and understanding using specialist language and terminology when
responding to the question, and in meeting AD2 descriptors
described below.
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to ADQ1.

« Deontology is based on the concept of universal moral duties as the
guiding principle of moral decision making.

« Deontological morality employs the categorical imperative as the
test of right action.

» Deontological ethics assumes the intrinsic work of all humans and
the measure of moral action is whether it treats humans as ends in
themselves.

AD2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.

« Deontology is based on a rational approach to morality that is
accessible to all irrespective of experience, however, Kant may be
over confident in his assumption that all rational agents will
recognise categorical imperatives without confusion or
contradiction.

« Deontology requires that a moral action should become a universal
law, but some moral actions may need to be carried out to meet the
needs of a particular situation.

« Kant does not allow for prima facie duties which people recognise
intuitively when a situation arises, thereby not leaving room for
acknowledging special relationships and the call for morality to be
legitimately partial.

« Kant states that a rational being should always be treated as an end
in themselves, however, human agents also agree or contract to
perform certain instrumental roles, thereby rendering it important.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to
gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.
Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking 17

© Pearson Education 2023




FAN

Slide 34: 12-mark ‘Assess’ Q: Marking task 2

9RS0/01: Question 2:
Assess the strengths and weaknesses of one critique of religious belief
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Indicative content: 9RS0/01: Question 2

Question | Indicative content

number

2 4 marks a01, 8 marks A02
AD1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
guestion, and in meeting A02 descriptors described below.
Candidates may choose from a range of crtiqgues of religious belief, such as the
sociological, psychological or moral critiques. Mark scheme exemplar refers to the
popularist critique of Richard Dawkins.
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AD1.

» Dawkins argues that religion is responsible for misleading education and
child abuse.

+ He maintains that religious belief is a trigger for violence, including
terrorism, attacks on abortion clinics and intimidation of those who hold
opposing views.

» Dawkins claims that religious belief is irrational and absurd, promoting
supernaturalism and superstition above science, reason and logic.

AD2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AD2.

« Dawkins’ arguments are persuasive, and his delivery is charismatic and
challenging therefore his relentless questioning is effective in identifying
inconsistencies and flawed use of evidence.

» Dawkins’ appeal to evidence and reason is rooted in tried and tested
scientific methodology and he makes use of historical and contemporary
events and their interpretations, such as Paul's theology of atonement
based on the historical death of Jesus and the 9/11 attack on the Twin
Towers as an expression of religiously inspired moral action.

» However, Dawkins limits his challenges to obviously extremist expressions
of religious belief and hence is guilty of the Straw Man Fallacy.

+« His focus is entirely on the negative aspects and outcomes of religious belief
and fails to consider its positive social, emotional and cultural contributions.

« Dawkins does not consider that it is possible for religious belief to be
compatible with a scientific world view, thus disregarding the work of
leading thinkers such as John Polkinghome and Alistair McGrath.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be
able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

Level

Mark

Descriptor

Mo rewardable material.

Level 1

1-3

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately {AO1).
Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
superficial (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not directly linked to the
extract (AO1).

Level 2

4-6

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
Knuwledge and understanding of kE‘p’ religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed, however it is not fully developed (AOL).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference from the
extract (AQ1).

Level 3

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout {AO1).

Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is detailed
and fully developed (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs and is fully linked to references from the extract (AO1).
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Slide 42: 10-mark ‘Clarify’: Modelled marking 1

9RS0/02: Question 3a:
Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about double effect.

Another indirect argument has a long tradition in Natural Law ethics and involves

two kinds of intention. According to the double effect (DDE) argument there is a
difference between foreseeing an event and directly intending or willing it to happen.
The emphasis, therefore, is different from the act and omissions argument where

the agent foresaw what was to happen and allowed it to happen. For instance,

A defends themselves against an attack from B using reasonable force. They know

that this might result in B's death but it is not their intention that this should happen.

If B then dies as a result of A's defence the DDE does not hold A to be blameworthy |
for an act they did not intend. A doctor who subscribes to the DDE might argue that
the principle is sound medicine (and as a well established principle in Natural Law
ethics it is therefore acceptable in Roman Catholic theology). However, the term
‘euthanasia’ is resisted in the same way that ‘abortion’ is avoided for similar reasons.
But is the DDE open to abuse?

————— e

(Source: extract adapted from Issues of Life and Death by Michael Wilcockson, Hodder 1999,
Chapter 4, Euthanasia and Doctors’ Ethics, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about double effect.

3a, Wilcockson begins this passage by explaining that the doctrine of double effect 'involves two kinds of
intention’, The main concept of the theory is that if you have good intentions, but the foreseen
consequences and side effects of the action are labelled as bad, the action is still acceptable. This is
because intentions are highly important when carrying out actions, so in the case of euthanasia, a
doctor may approve the request of the patient for assisted dying as it will stop their suffering. Although
the foreseen consequences of this is that the patient's life will be ended, the positive intention of
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relieving the suffering makes the action acceptable, therefore showing that the doctrine of double effect
is & sound theory for making significant decisions that concern life and death,

Wilcockson goes on to highlight the distinction between 'the act and omissions argument where the
agent foresaw... and allowed it to happen', The doctrine of double effect is very different to acts and
omissions, as for example, if a doctor were to see that the patient was having a heart attack but not
doing anything about it as they know they patient wanted to die, this would just be standing back and
observing, which could be argued to lack the good intention that double effect looks for. By doing
nothing, this is still an act in itself, meaning the doctor can still be held accountable. In the case of
double effect, the doctors are actively taking action with the patient, but the intention is most likely to
relieve severe pain, or end their suffering that comes from a poor quality of life. This still makes the
patient the responsibility of the doctor, but they are acting in the patient's best interest and listening to
their wishes. In this way, the doctrine of double effect, in the case of euthanasia, allows for the
preservation of patients' autonomy and dignity, and shows respect of the doctors.

Furthermore, it is then stated in the passage that 'DDE does not hold A to be blameworthy for an act
they did not intent'. By using the example of person A defending themself from attack from person B,
and B may die during this defence, double effect highlights that person A cannot be blamed for being
immoral, or be accused of murder, as their intention was simply to protect themselves from an attack,
not initiated by them, and as a foreseen consequence of the defense, person B loses their life, but this
was not the intention. It is important to understand that the use of the double effect allows for many
seemingly immoral actions to be acceptable, but when put into context, there will always be a good
intention behind the action, if it were to be concerning a driver who smashed into a front wall of
someone's garden to stop themselves from hitting a cyclist, or a doctor allowing passive euthanasia for a
patient to stop their pain and suffering,

Lastly, at the end of the passage Wilcockson poses the question of 'is the DDE open to abuse?' This is an
important question to consider, as the double effect does rely on universal opinions on topics and also
relies on people not taking advantage of it for it to still be a creditable theory. For instance, in 9/11, the
terrorists believed that they were killing others and themselves to show devotion to their god, meaning
they could argue that their intentions were good, however their foreseen consequences was the death
of hundreds of people and traumatic memories. These people could fully justify their actions due to the
doctrine of double effect, showing that it is open to significant abuse that could lead to immoral actions
taking place more frequently, but if it is put into perspective and used only within medical settings, we
can argue that the theory is strong and useful in making important decisions, as it allows us to be rid of
any guilt we feel, as we know we had good intentions and that is the most important aspect of it.

Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking 22
© Pearson Education 2023



Indicative content: 9RS0/02: Question 3a:

number

Question | Indicative content

3(a) 10 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding
and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

DDE is compatible with NML and hence, with Roman Catholic theology, so
may be helpful in providing acceptable moral solutions to difficult situations.
DDE helps individuals or groups to clarify and evaluate the intention of an
action.

DDE allows for the distinction between foreseen and intended outcomes and
foreseen and unintended outcomes.

DDE allows professionals to act in the best medical interests of patients
(*sound medicine’) although unintended outcomes would otherwise be
contentious.

DDE must nevertheless be applied with caution since it may be open to
abuse - e.g. to disguise economic or social motives.
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Slide 43: 10-mark ‘Clarify’: Modelled marking 2

9RS0/03: Question 3a:
Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage.

Read the following passage before answering the questions.

6 **Then Jesus declared, 'l am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. %But as | told you, you have
seen me and still you do not believe, * All those the Father gives me will come to

me, and whoever comes to me | will never drive away. **For | have come down from
heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. *And this is the will
of him who sent me, that | shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them
up at the last day. “°For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and
believes in him shall have eternal life, and | will raise them up at the last day.

(Source: extract adapted from the Holy Bible, New International Version,
John 6:35-40, Edexcel Anthology)

(a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
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Indicative content: 9RS0/03: Question 3a:

Question | Indicative content
number
3(a) 10 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding and specialist language and terminology when responding
to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

» This discourse follows a pattern in the Fourth Gospel: Jesus
provides a sign which the crowds take at a literal level, so
Jesus explains the deeper meaning in the sign. This discourse
of 'I am the bread of life’ is delivered immediately after the
Feeding of the 5000 and is a midrash on the preceding sign
offering further commentary on the event.

= In claiming to be the Bread of life, Jesus reveals he can offer
eternal sustenance; that through his divine nature Jesus can
offer more than just the physical bread he had just fed to the
5000.

= Jesus in the T am the bread of life’ discourse teaches that he is
the bread that can nourish and sustain the spiritual life. The
crowd has had its physical hunger satisfied by the loaves of
bread and Jesus intends to satisfy their spiritual hunger for a
closer relationship with God.

= The Jews linked the Torah and bread; both were life giving and
Jesus teaches that he is the bread that supersedes the bread
of Moses /the Torah. Jesus declares his bread will never spoil
and will always satisfy.

+ Jesus is leading the listeners into a new age where their
spiritual hunger will be satisfied. Jesus indicates that the bread
of this Messianic Age is available now by using the present
tense.

= The Jews ate manna in the Exodus, but it did not stop them
from dying. Jesus as the bread of life is offering eternal life to
all who eat this bread and unlike Old Testament wisdom Jesus’
teaching nourishes forever and will give eternal life.
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Slide 45: 10-mark ‘Clarify’ Q: Marking task 1

9RS0/01: Question 3a:

Clarify the idea that the Believer’s original assertion has ‘died the death of a

thousand qualifications'.
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Indicative content: 9RS0/01: Question 3a:

number

Question Indicative content

3(a) 10 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding
and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

In the extract, the Believer attempts to qualify their views to accommodate
the lack of evidence to support their claim that a gardener tends the spot.
On the other hand, the sceptic attempts to build a cumulative case to
demonstrate that the Believer's claims are false.

The exhaustive range of tests fail to produce evidence to verify the
Believer's claim and as a result, dissipates their original assertion.
Ultimately, the original hypothesis is so qualified that it is rendered
meaningless.

Hence, it ‘dies the death of a thousand qualifications’ since the Believer
accepts a revised assertion which incorporates the lack of evidence.

Flew's challenge is based on the analogy drawn between the Believer in the
Gardener and the Believer in God who, he claims, will not allow anything to
falsify their claims and thus, nothing counts against their belief.
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Slide 47: 10-mark ‘Clarify’ Q: Marking task 2

9RS0/4C: Question 3a:
Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about ahimsa.

r-_'
SECTIONB
Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
Read the following passage before answering the questions.

But the Gita does not overlook the significant role that a quasi-rational discerning

faculty plays in such a process. For this it the ) of buddhi or
intelligent-willing and jnana or That could at once be
intelligent and practical (ie soc , making for its moral autonomy, Is itself

an interesting idea canvassed here. Apart from these teachings, truth, continence
and non-violence (ahimsa), (16.2; 17.14) as well as ‘welfare of all’ (lokasamgraha) and
'desiring the good of every living creature’ are underscored in the Gita (3.20; 5.25).
The Gita's model of an ethical person, in Krishna's words, is one who is:
mmdmmmwmmw
mhwwww - who s dependent on nothing,
wmmmmwmum
:wmmmwnﬂmu—m

Fat "

i (Source: extract adapted from indian Frhics, Part i, Chapter 4, Bilimoria P,
A John Wiley and Sons, 1993, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about ahimsa. OV J\VDULALQ

_‘_—_,.,-l—l—-.
You must refer o the passage in your response.
(10)
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Indicative content: 9RS0/4C: Question 3a

number

Question Indicative content

3(a) 10 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding and specialist language and terminology when responding
to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

Ahimsa is the practice of non-violence towards any living thing.

Ahimsa, a key part of Gandhi's philosophy, originates in
Jainism.

In Jainism ahimsa is the most essential religious duty for
everyone.

An important aspect to the Jain concept of ahimsa is that there
are no exceptions; the killing of animals is forbidden even for
food and employment such as butchery which is incompatible
with Jain beliefs.

Ahimsa for Jains is strictly applied to all living things; the
prohibition of meat-eating has made the Jainas protagonists of
‘animal liberation” and advocates of vegetarianism.

Ahimsa in Hinduism is a spiritual concept and considered by
many to be the highest virtue and is practised for spiritual
growth and to move forward on the path towards moksha.
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions

Level Mark Descriptor

0 Mo rewardable material.

Level 1 |1-4 = A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Information/issues are selected (AD2).

Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
guestion (AD2).

» Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2).

Level 2 | 5-8 * A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

Deconstructs religious information/fissues (AO02).
Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question
(AD2).

+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made with
little or no attempt to appraise evidence (ADQ2).

Level 3 |9-12 = Arange of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

» Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple chain of
reasoning (AO2).

= Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
guestion (AD2).

» Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made,
which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AD2).

Level 4 |13-16 |« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
throughout (AO1).

» Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning (AO2).

s Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question
(AD2).

« Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of
elements in the question, which are supported by the appraisal of some
evidence (AD2).

Level 5 | 17-20 |« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

s Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

= Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AD2).

» Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AD2).
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Slide 54: 20-mark ‘Analyse’: Modelled marking 1

9RS0/02: Question 3b:
Analyse the persuasiveness of arguments in favour of assisted dying.

b. Arguments in favour of assisted dying can be very persuasive as it allows those who are terminally ill
and those who have degenerative diseases to be rid of their suffering and die with dignity. This shows
that assisted dying holds a strong case for maintaining the patient’s autonomy, 2s instead of waiting
around to die while living a life of very poor quality, they have the choice to end it 50 they do not have
to endure it anymore, meaning that assisted dying can be the kind and right thing to do in some
circumstances. This is a very persuasive argument as it allows the family of the patient to be at peace
with the situation, knowing that that was solely the choice of the patient, and that now they are ina
better place, rid of their suffering and misery.

Moreover, the doctrine double effect Is another argument in favour of assisted dying which is very
persuasive. Although many people, particularky Christians might say that euthanasia is the same as
murder, the doctrine of double effect can label it a5 a moral action, however this only applies passive
euthanasia. As the double effect theory is oneé component of the natural moral law theory, using this can
be a persuasive argument for Christians or religious believers in general, and they are the group of
people who are most commonly opposed to euthanasia. As long as the intention is good when
performing the euthanasia, that it is being used to relieve suffering and misery, and the negative
foreseen consequence happnes to be death, the action can still be classed as moral as it Is a kind action
that benefits and fulfills the wishes of the patient. This is a very persuashe argument as it can be
universalised, meaning religious believers and non-bebevers can both agree that assisted dying canbe a
positive medical issue to legalise as will be beneficial to both patients, and families of patients as they do
not have to see their loved one suffer anymore.

However, it could be the case that the arguments in favour of assisted dying are not very persuasive.
This is because the slippery slope argument can be applied, ridding the persuasiveness of all arguments
for assisted dying, as it poses the threat that legalising forms of euthanasia lke assisted dying could lead
to many more types being legalised. For instance, non-voluntary euthanasia could then be made legal,
causing concern for the elderly, especially due Lo the increase in proxy empowerment. Non-voluntary
euthanasia could lead to many more unnecessary deaths, and loss of loved ones who were not ready to
go yet. Non-voluntary euthanasia is also open to abuse, for instance, a family member may approve for
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the procedure just because they are waiting for inheritance money, and although their relative had
experienced a decline in laguage ability and physical ability, thelr quality of life was still fairly high, but
their vulnerability was taken advantage of and therefore they were forced to die, and this can be
labelled as murder. This shows that arguments in favour of assisted dying can be strongly countered
with disuasive arguments, as legalising one major medical issue that has been the cause of many
debates could lead to a collapse in society as the number of unnecessary deaths increases, and the act
could become such a common normality that it almost becomes a desirable death, compared to it once
being illegal and could only happen in extreme circumstances.

To counter this, the arguments in favour of assisted dying can still be seen as very persuasive as Peter
Singer points out that there is no evidence of the slippery slope argument happening. There 5 actually
evidence of the slippery slope argument causing no damage at all. For instance, the Netherlands have
legalised voluntary euthanasia, but it can only take place under strictly controlled conditions, for
instance, two doctors need to approve of it, and the patient needs to be consistently and explicithy
requesting for euthanasia, This is proof that countries can legalise the moral forms of euthanasia
without entering a downhill spiral in which everything becomes legal and the situations goes out of
control. Further to this, Helga Kuhse also refutes the slippery slope argument, as she states it ks simply a
technique used by scaremongers to disuade people of the idea. Euthanasia as a whole is compared to
the non-voluntary euthanasia practices that Nazis took part in during the Holocaust. Kuhse says it is
inappropriate to compare this situation to euthanasia, predominantly voluntary euthanasia and assited
suicide as the intentions are different. The Nazi's intention was to perform a type of eugenics and get rid
of the people that Hitler did not like in the population, and the intention of a doctor is to relieve patients
of their suffering and low quality of life, This brings the argumet back round to the doctrine of double
effect, and how if the intentions are right, the actions will be good even though there may be bad
foreseen consequences. This proves that overall the arguments in favour of assisted dying are highly
persuashve as we know it is the right thing for the patient due to the strict conditions it comes under if it
becomes legalised, and it allows doctors to fulfill the patient’s wishes without feeling guilty or
blameworthy.
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Indicative content: 9RS0/02: Question 3b

Question Indicative content

number

3(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AOD2
AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding using specialist language and terminology when
responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described
below.
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

»« Assisted dying (or euthanasia) can be variously categorised,
for example, as active, passive, voluntary, non-voluntary, etc,
and raise different arguments in support or in opposition.

« Arguments in favour of assisted dying may invoke the
individual’s right to choose the time and circumstances of
their death.

« Arguments against assisted dying may include the so-called
slippery slope, the status of palliative care and the potential
for misdiagnosis and other medical errors.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

« Autonomous beings deserve the right to determine the circumstances of
their death and refusal to allow this is an infringement of this right
because assisted dying is, wrongly, confused with murder.

= Although the Hippocratic Oath aims to protect patients from harm, it is no
longer helpful or relevant in a medically advanced society.

« Itis important to recognise the right of the patient to decide what
constitutes a "'good death’, and this should be what is in accordance with
their wishes, even if it is not what third parties may prefer.

« The concept of the slippery slope is driven by fear, not reality, since the
likelihood of abuse would be mitigated by a secure framework put in place
to protect patients.

« The argument that better palliative care would reduce the assumed
demand for assisted dying is flawed since patients receiving good
palliative care may ultimately still choose an assisted death.

« Arguments in favour of assisted dying may invoke the concept of dignity in
dying but dignity is subjective and may still not be guaranteed by an
assisted death, i.e. dignity is not determined or assured solely by the
means of death.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain
marks beyond the top of Level 1.
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Slide 55: 20-mark ‘Analyse’: Modelled marking 2

9RS0/4A: Question 3b:
Analyse the significance of the bodhisattva in Buddhism.
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Indicative content: 9RS0/4A: Question 3b

Question Indicative content
number
3(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.

Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding

using specialist language and terminology when responding to the

question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1:

+ The bodhisattva is mainly found in Mahayana Buddhism as an important goal
for humans.

s Bodhisattvas are revered in Mahayana Buddhism and provide assistance and an
example for Buddhists seeking enlightenment.

s It has been suggested that the bodhisattva ideal in Mahayana is completely
consistent with the ideal expressed in the Tipitaka.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AD2:

+ The bodhisattva is a different ideal than the Theravadan ideal, therefore it
could be suggested that the bodhisattva doctrine is not as important in
Theravada Buddhism, as the life and example of Buddha Gautama is all that is
necessary.

+ In Theravada Buddhism the term bodhisattva is only used in the Pali Canon
when referring to the period of Gautama prior to his enlightenment, in contrast
to Rahula, who suggests it is consistent with the ideal expressed in the
Tipitaka.

» Bodhisattvas are revered in Mahayana Buddhism and this is exemplified in their
depiction in the Tibetan wheel of life where they are shown as guides out of the
particular realms, therefore enabling people to receive enlightenment.

It could be argued that the bodhisattva is the highest ideal when compared to a
Sravaka and a Pratyekabuddha which are evident in the Tipitaka, however not
every school within Buddhism would agree with this because of where the
bodhisattva is placed within religious literature.

« Anyone who aspires to become a Buddha in Mahayana Buddhism is in reality a
bodhisattva, however it is possible that Theravada Buddhists may disagree with
this interpretation because of their use of the bodhisattva as one term among
other terms.

« The bodhisattva is an important expression of karuna and metta. The delaying
of parinibbana to help others is the ultimate act of selflessness enabling people
to express their lack of attachment and self-centredness.

Candidates who show achieverment only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks

beyond the top of Level 1.
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lide 56: 20-mark ‘Analyse’ Q: Marking task 1

9RS0/4E: Question 3b:
Question: Analyse the view that the Holocaust presented a crisis of faith for
Judaism.
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Indicative content: 9RS0/4E: Question 3b

Question
number

Indicative content

3(b)

5 marks AD1, 15 marks AQ2

AD1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AD2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

s The claim that the Holocaust was an impossible crisis of faith.

+ Issues surrounding belief in God with the move towards the
end of religious belief.

» Some have argued for a renewal of traditional Jewish faith after
Auschwitz.

AD2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to ADZ2.

» A crisis of faith arose because the Holocaust, for Jews,
represented the most distressing examples of evil and suffering
in the entirety of, not only their own history, but all human
history.

+ The Holocaust resulted in an impossible crisis of faith for the
reason that many asserted it was absurd to have faith in a
personal and providential God in light of what had ensued in
the camps.

» Many Jews embraced the ‘death of God’ movement that
emerged because, as the Jewish theologian Rubenstein
acknowledged, traditional theodicies were untenable.

+ Some argued that the Jews should act to take history into their
own hands and not to rely on God's intervention; therefore, as
a consequence, many Jews accepted that they were utterly
alone and that the God of the Jews is the Ultimate Mothing.

» However, some argued that the Jews who died in the camps
were chosen by God to become sacrificial victims in order to
bring about God’s purposes for the modem world and therefore
the suffering of the Jews was the suffering of God's faithful
servants for the sake of humanity.

+ (One consequence of the impossible crisis of faith that arose
resulted in there being a renewed desire for the establishment
of a strong and an independent Jewish society — the State of
Israel; this was therefore seen by some (eg Rubenstein and
Fackenheim) as the most significant response to the Holocaust
and the impossible crisis of faith.

Candidates who show achievement only against AD1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.
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Slide 58: 20-mark ‘Analyse’ Q: Marking task 2

9RS0/03: Question 3b:

Analyse the significance of one of the following for understanding the

Person of Jesus in the Gospels:
* The titles of Jesus
* The 'l am’ sayings.
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Indicative content: 9RS0/03: Question 3b

Question Indicative content
number
3(b) S marks AO1, 15 marks AD2

AD1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AD2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

s+ The 'l am’ sayings are integral to understanding Johannine
Christology and reveal who Jesus is.

« The 'l am’ sayings echo the covenant name of God and Jesus
taught that, as the bread of life, he is offering eternal Salvation
to all.

+« Jesus uses titles in the synoptic gospels to refer to themes of
his earthly life, suffering and future glory.

AD2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

+ The synoptic writers used titles for Jesus such as *Son of Man’
that were already used in Judaism before the life of Jesus.
Significantly, Jesus can be identified as a heavenly figure whao
will one day bring salvation and judgement like the Son of Man
in Daniel who was understood by the Jews to have authority
from God.

» The synoptic writers used titles from the Old Testament and
helped early Christians to understand who Jesus was by using
terms familiar to them from both the Jewish and Greek worlds;
therefore, the Person of Jesus can be understood by examining
how the writers used these titles.

+ Each gospel represents the life and teaching of Jesus in a
distinctive way and therefore the use of Messiah, Son of Man,
and Son of God helped writers to convey the nature and person
of Jesus as they understood it. For example, the title Son of
God expresses the unigue relationship of Jesus the Son with
God the father.

» The background to the 'l am’ sayings is significant for
understanding why John used them to reveal who Jesus was.
The Jews understood *I am’ as God's covenant name with Israel
when God declared to Moses "I AM WHO I AM’. For this reason
lesus’ use of the phrase is theologically significant because
lesus presents us with a theophany as he appropriates the haly
name of God.

+ Scholars have argued the author deliberately used the 'I am’
phrase to appeal to both Jewish and Greek listeners. The 'I am’
phrase is a form of speech used of a deity in Greek religions
and also a covenant name of God for the Jews. It is for this
reason that both audiences would understand that when Jesus
uses the phrase, he is speaking of himself as God.

s The use of titles with Old Testament references shows Jesus as
the Messiah whom the Jews were expecting; the *Son of Man’
emphasises Jesus’ humanity and divine mission; the "Son of
God” highlights Jesus’ unigue relationship with God and 'I am’
was understood to refer to God himself. Therefore, the fullest
understanding of the person of Jesus and his mission is
conveyed through both the synoptic gospels and the Fourth
Gospel.

» Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain
marks beyond the top of Level 1.
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions

Level Mark Descriptor

Mo rewardable material.

Level 1 | 1-& = A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (A01).

= Information/issues are identified (AD2].

= Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (A02).

= Judgements are supported by generic arguments [AOD2).

= Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (A02).

= Conclusions are provided but are simplistic and/or generic [(A02].

Level 2 | 7-12 = A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AD1).

= Deconstructs religious information/fisswes (A02).

= Makes connections bebween a limited range of elements in the question
(AD2).

= Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AD2).

= Judgements made with litte or no attempt to appraise evidence [AD2).

= Conclusions are provided, which loosely draw together ideas but with
little or no attempt to justify (AD2].

Level 3 |13-18 |« A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
maost of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

= Deconstructs religious information/fisswes, which lead to a simplistic
chain of reasoning (AO2).

= Makes connections bebaeen many but not all of the elements in the
queston (A02).

= Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made

ADZY).

g Eudge]rnenls are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AD2).

= Conclusions are provided, which logically draw together ideas and are

partially justified (A0},

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately

throwghout (A01).

= Deconstructs religious information/fisswes leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning (AD2).

= Makes connections bebween a wide range of elements in the guestion
(AD2).

= Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of the
elements in the question [(AD2).

= HReasoned judgements are supported by the appraisal of some evidence
(AD2).

= Convincing condusions are provided, which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are partially justified [(AD2).

Level 5 | 2530 |« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throwghout (AO1).

= Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
amd logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

= Makes connections bebween the full range of elements in the queston

ADZ).

. I:C-::nst]rucls coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question [(AD2).

= Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are fully justified (AQ2).

Level 4 | 19-24
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Slide 65: 30-mark ‘Evaluate’: Modelled marking 1

9RS0/4D: Question 4:

Evaluate the impact and interpretation of Shari’ah law within Islam.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Islam
have

been influenced by one of the following:

* Philosophy of Religion

* Religion and Ethics

* New Testament Studies.
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Indicative content: 9RS0/4D: Question 4

Question Indicative content
number
4 5 marks AQ1, 25 marks AQ2

AD1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting A0O2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

+ Within Islam Shari‘ah law encompasces all aspects of a
Muslim’s life.

+ Shari'ah law is derived fram the Qur'an, Hadith and Sunnah.

+« Shariah law consists of rules and guidelines to aid Muslims
achieve high moral and ethical codes of conduct in sociaty.

AD2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of khowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

+ Whilst the Qur'an is the basis of Shari'ah law, the Hadith and
Sunnah are complementary sources to the Qur'an which help to
explain the Qur'an; therefore, Shari'ah law may not be
interpreted or applied in any way which is inconsistent with the
Qur'an.

+« Shari‘ah law for Muslims is understood as Allah's will for
humankind; however, the body of law (known as "Figh")
produced by Islamic scholars trying to understand Allah’s will,
is the result of human interpretation and therefore, as a result,
it is recognised as being fallible.

+ Shari‘ah law is reflected in both the sacred and the secular
areas of Islamic belief; however, as Allah's law, it is a reminder
that Allah is omnipotent and omniscient and therefore Allah’s
will must be abeyed.

+« Some modern Islamic scholars argue that Shari‘ah law should
be constantly reinterpreted and applied to a Muslim's own
cultural background, therefore drawing a distinction between
the cultural and the religious context.

+ Shari'ah law has major impact because Muslims believe it is
grounded upon dividing all actions into forbidden (haram) and
permitted (halal); as a result things that are halal or permitted,
are further divided into categories such as actions that are
desirable;, but may be omitted; similarly things that are haram
or forbidden, are divided into categories, such as steictly
forbidden or unclean.

+« The Qur'an is the basic source for Shari‘ah law and because
Muslims believe the Qur'an to contain the direct word of Allah,
which was given in a series of revelations to the Prophet
Muhammad, this raises issues about the nature and value of
religious experience. (This shows links to Philosophy of
Religion).

+ The ethical imperatives of the Islamic faith result in a

consideration of what Shari’ah law says about contemporary
moral issues (such as abortion, stem-cell research, or the

treatment of racial or religious minorities etc). (This shows links
to Religion and Ethics).

+« Many Muslims argue that Shari‘a law encourages positive
relationships and kindness, because it is a guide to achieving
good character and being a benefit to your community, similar
to the teachings of Jesus and Christianity such as “love your
neighbour” etc. (This shows links to New Testament Studies).

Candidates who show achievement only against AO01 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.

Candidates who do not show links with another area of their course of study will
not be able to gain marks beyond the top of Lavel 4.
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Slide 68: 30-mark ‘Evaluate’: Modelled marking 2

9RS0/4A: Question 4:
Evaluate the success of Triratna Buddhism in applying Buddhist teachings in the

modern world.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in
Buddhism

have been influenced by one of the following:

* Philosophy of Religion

* Religion and Ethics

* New Testament Studies.
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Indicative content: 9RS0/4D: Question 4:

Question Indicative content
number
4 5 marks AO1, 25 marks AD2

AD1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.

Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding

using specialist language and terminology when responding to the

question, and in meeting A02 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1:

+« Triratna Buddhism (formerly The Western Buddhist Order) was founded by
Sangharakshita in 1968 as a western sangha.

+ The members have sought refuge in the Three Jewels and accepted
Sangharakshita as their teacher.

« It is an organisation that is devoted to the exploration and living of Buddhist
principles in a Western Industrialised society.

AD2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation te AO2:

¢« The task of Triratna has been to create new Buddhist traditions relevant to the
21st century. 1t is argued that it has become one of the largest Buddhist
movements, with activities in many cities and rural retreat centres around the
waorld, suggesting that it is meeting a need that is expressed for the modern
wiorld.

+ Within the Sangha the traditional organisation of monks and laity is broken
down. The sangha itself has no set rules apart from the precepts; some
members work full time for Triratna, others hold down jobs in the "outside’
world, suggesting that the prohibition of touching money S impossible in the
modern world.

+ The sangha is self-sufficlent and doesn’t adopt a vow of poverty; this could be
to enable its work to be carried out in a simple and effactive way without
encumbrances that may have restricted its work in other settings.

+ The Sangha has been extanded to all of those who have gone for refuge and it
could be argued is much more inclusive than in other forms of Buddhism. In
the modern waorld this equality is seen to be much more desirable.

+  Some people argue that Tricatna has gone too far in acquiescing to the modern
world; the principles of “traditional’ Buddhism have been diluted to such an
extent that some of them are unrecognisable to the principle originally taught.

+ Triratna Buddhism seeks an effective solution to the problem of evil and
suffering highlighted in philosophy of religion, and utilises teachings of the
Buddha designad to overcome the Three Poisons evident in the world today
(this shows links to Philosophy of Religion).

+ Buddhists, and others in the modern world, are often seeking a morality that is
realistic while still true to the Buddha's teaching. Many would see Triratna as
providing this balance (this shows links to Religion and Ethics).

+ The teachings of the Buddha, similar to those of Jesus, were contextual for a
particular time and place. Believers in both religions feel the need to reinterpret
alements of these for modern living (this shows links to New Testament
Studies).

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks

beyond the top of Level 1.

Candidates who do not show links with another area of their course of study will

not be able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 4.
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Slide 69: 30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Q: Marking task 1

9RS0/4E: Question 4:

Evaluate the claim that Sufism is regarded as a separate tradition within Islam.
In your response to this question, you must include how developments in
Judaism have been influenced by one of the following:

* Philosophy of Religion

* Religion and Ethics

* New Testament Studies.
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Indicative content: 9RS0/4E: Question 4

Question Indicative content
number
4 5 marks AD1, 25 marks A02

AD1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO02 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

+» The role of women being leaders in the synagogue has been
the subject of much heated debate within Judaism.

« In recent times there have been an increasing number of
fernale rabbis ordained and consequently allowed to be
involved in the leadership within Conservative and Reform
SYNagogues.

+« In 1935 Regina Jones of East Berlin is believed to be the first
fermnale to be ordained as a rabbi.

AOD2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AD2.

¢« In the first century CE there was no separation of the sexes in
synagogues, and women could be counted as part of the
required congregational quorum of ten adults therefore women
contributed fully in the religious life of the community including
involverment in synagogue services and in the regular study
sessions that were conducted in the synagogue’s bet midrash
(house of study).

+ However, the separation of women in Orthodox synagogues
became the norm in the following centuries and as a result
some Jewish women were left feeling that they had an inferior
place in the synagogue; therefore, many Orthodox women
rarely attended synagogue services.

« Orthodox Judaism believes men and women are fully equal but
different; gender is seen as a key guality in each person's
identity and therefore since the genders are different, it's
believed, by many Orthodox Jews to be counterproductive to
force them to act identically in roles of leadership within the
synagogue.

+ Because of the belief within Reform Judaism that differences
between men and women in traditional Jewish law are not
relevant to modem-day society; women can perform many
roles that have traditionally been reserved for men (such as
reading the Torah in public, counting towards the minyan,
serving as cantor, serving as rabbhi).

»  Women have been appointed to prominent leadership positions
in synagogues because of the rise of feminism generally that
has led to greater education for women and consequently this

Pearson Edexcel A level Religious Studies: Assessment and marking
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Indicative content: 9RS0/4E: Question 4

has impacted on the Jewish community.

+« Because the influence of feminist theology in modermn Judaism
resulted in the rejection of the use of religious patriarchal
language in the scriptures and rabbinic texts Jewish women
became empowered to seek leadership roles. (This shows links
to Philosophy of Religion).

« In the area of scholarship Jewish women have made inroads
because many institutions of advanced Torah studies have
enabled the training of female experts in the areas of
menstrual law, personal status, marriage and divorce. (This
shows links to Religion and Ethics).

« Women have historically held positions of respect in Judaism;
Miriam is considered one of the liberators of the people of
Israel, along with her brothers Moses and Aaron; one of the
Judges (Deborah) was a woman; this respect is also reflected
with Jesus’ treatment of women in the New Testament. (This
shows links to New Testament Studies).

Candidates who show achievement only against AD1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.

Candidates who do not show links with another area of their course of study will
not be able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 4.
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Slide 71: 30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Q: Marking task 2

9RS0/01: Question 4:

Evaluate the claim that critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to
religion.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in
Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by one of the following:

* Religion and Ethics

* New Testament Studies

* Study of a Religion.
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Indicative content: 9RS0/01: Question 4

Question | Indicative content
if i B

a4 5 marks AL, 25 marks A2

described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to A01.

belief on individuals and society.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to ACE.

gustaining communities, especially in timas of trial.

religiously literate audience.

religion s anti-intellectual and morally undeseloped.

therafore do not fairly represent relighous belief,

interpretations.

(this shows links with Religion and Ethics).

shows links with the Study of a Religion).

marks beyond the top of Level 1.

will not be able to gain marks beyond the top of Lewvel 4.

AD1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge

and understanding using specialist language and terminology
wihen responding to the question, and in meeting ADZ descriptors

« Crithiques of religious belief may be functionalist (e.g. sociological),
projective (e.9. psychological) o popularist [e.g. Richard Dawkins)
= Such critigues challenge the role, purpose and Impact of religious

» Critigues may align with agnosticism, atheism ar anti-theism.

«  Sochological critiques may be decisive because they offer an
understanding of the role religioes balief plays in uniting and

« Popularist critigues can be persuasive because they foous on
extremism and rely on shock tactics which are appealing to a less

« Critbgues of religious belief focus on the negative or Immature
aspects of religious belief and practice and thus discourage an
engagement with the intellectual enquiry of religion, assuming

» However, critigues of religious belief may rely on a Straw Man
Fallacy, deliberately focussing on absurdities or extremes which

« Critigues of religious belief are often influenced by advances in the
scientific understanding of the world because they rest on the falsa
assumption that religious belief is incompatible with scentific

» Critigues of religion may foous on moral arguments such as the
claims of religious extremists, which can unfairy imply that all
religious believers follow an unquestionable divine command ethic

«  The use of biblical narrative to critique religion may be effective since
it poses a challenge to the foundational teachings of religion, for
example, problematic statements such as *Sell all you have.... and
oome follow me' or the challenge of supernaturalism such as the
resurrection of Jesus (this shows links with Mew Testament Stuwdies).

» Critigues of religious belief typically challenge Western perspectives,
whilst Eastern spiritualities may be less vulnerable since they rely
less on obedience to divine commands and absolute valwes (this

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain

Candidates wiho do not show links with another area of their course of Shusdy
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